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Global initiatives in the 
campaign against ASF
streaming 25 February 2021 

Using nutrition to 
build a robust herd
streaming 11 March 2021 

Building bullet proof 
biosecurity
streaming 4 March 2021 

Herd health, disinfection 
and rebuilding
streaming 18 March 2021 



DAY ONE – 25 February 2021

Global initiatives in the campaign against ASF

Streaming from 1000 hrs (Singapore time)
Reception opens at 0900 hrs (Singapore time)

0900 Welcome and introduction
 David Faulkner, Conference Chairman

1005  African Swine Fever in Europe and lessons that could be relevant for Asia 
 Klaus Depner, Head of the International Animal Health Team, Institute of Epidemiology, Friedrich-Loeffler Institut, Germany
 Dr Depner spent four years in Namibia including as head of the virology laboratory at the Central Veterinary Laboratory in Windhoek where he first 

came in contact with African Swine Fever. In 1998 he became head of the German National Reference Laboratory for CSF and ASF at the Friedrich-
Loeffler-Institut (FLI). In 2007 on secondment to the FAO, he was involved in the first epidemiological investigations for ASF in Georgia, Armenia and 
Azerbaijan as the disease entered Europe. In 2010 he returned to the FLI as a member and later the head of the International Animal Health Team 
within the Institute of Epidemiology. In recent years he has conducted field investigations for ASF in the affected countries within and outside EU 
and participated at EU level in the development of ASF control and eradication programs. 

1035 Lessons to be learned from the global African Swine Fever situation
 Juergen A. Richt, Regents Distinguished Professor, Department of Diagnostic Medicine/Pathobiology; Director, Kansas State University, USA
 Dr Richt came to Kansas State University in 2008 as The Regents Distinguished Professor and Kansas Bioscience Eminent Scholar. In 2010, he 

became Director of the Department of Homeland Security Center of Excellence for Emerging and Zoonotic Animal Diseases. Dr Richt is a pioneer in 
veterinary science, most notably in the ‘One Health’ field. His work on high consequence pathogens with zoonotic and transboundary potential led 
to strategies to identify, control and/or eradicate such agents. His basic and applied research includes studies on animal influenza viruses, animal 
prion diseases including bovine spongiform encephalopathy, Rift Valley Fever virus, African Swine fever virus, Vesicular Stomatitis Virus), Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus and Borna Disease virus. He is developing subunit and modified live virus vaccine candidates to protect swine 
against ASF. 

1105 Coffee break

1110 An update on African Swine Fever in Asia
 Khampee Kortheerakul, former Professor at Chulalongkorn University, independent swine veterinary consultant, Thailand 
 Dr Khampee worked at Chulalongkorn University for ten years in the 1980s as instructor-researcher in the area of swine medicine and clinical 

practice for fifth and final year veterinary students. He was appointed Assistant Professor in Veterinary Medicine in 1986 and in Swine Expertise 
in 1987. In 1998 he joined Novartis Animal Health as Regional Swine Expert covering Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan 
and China. Since 2004 Dr Khampee has worked as an independent veterinary and production consultant covering Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Philippines and China. He has lectured at Chulalongkorn, Sukhothaithammathirach, Konkaen, Chengmei, Mahidol, and Mahasarakarm 
universities.

1140  The implications of African Swine Fever on meat demand
 Gordon Butland, Director, G&S Agriconsultants Co Ltd, Thailand
 Mr Butland established a career in accounting that saw him rise to become Chief Financial Officer for the Coca Cola Company for South Latin 

America. In 1989 he started his association with Rabobank International. In the mid-90s he started to visit Southeast Asia and in 1998 moved to 
Asia and became Rabobank’s Global Head of the poultry sector. In September 2004 he retired and is now concentrating on advisory assignments 
within the entire spectrum of the global poultry industry.

1210 DISCUSSION PANEL

1240  CONCLUSION

DAY TWO – 4 March 2021

Building bullet proof biosecurity

Streaming from 1000 hrs (Singapore time)
Reception opens at 0900 hrs (Singapore time)

0900 Welcome and introduction
 David Faulkner, Conference Chairman

1005 The culture of bio-secure management
 Klaus Depner, Head of the International Animal Health Team, Institute of Epidemiology, Friedrich-Loeffler Institut, Germany

1035  Design factors for a greenfield high biosecurity piggery
 Tomalso Li, Area Sales Manager & Head of Farm Design, Big Dutchman Asia, Malaysia
 Mr Li has more than ten years’ experience with pig farm design, having managed projects for companies such as Wens Group and Cofco in China, 

as well as being trained in large scale pig farm design in the USA and Europe. Prior to joining Big Dutchman he was Technical & Sales Director, Wens 
Group, and before that held positions with HogSlat China and GSI China. He is now responsible for developing turn-key projects in South East Asia.

1105 Coffee break

1110  Monitoring and responding to African Swine Fever 
 Laura Zani, Institute of International Animal Health/One Health Team, Institute of Epidemiology, Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut, Germany
 Dr Zani completed her doctoral thesis on ‘Biological and genomic characterization of recent African swine fever strains and field validation of 

surveillance tools’ at the German National Reference Laboratory for African and Classical Swine Fever. She is currently working as a Post-Doc 
on the project ‘Epidemiological outbreak investigations and habitat studies in countries affected by ASF’. Dr Zani has conducted ASF outbreak 
investigations in several countries inside and outside EU and is now part of an FAO project targeting the preparedness, prevention and response 
against ASF in the Balkan countries.

1140  The impact of ASF and the other virus – Covid-19 – on the global commodity markets  
 Darin Friedrichs, Senior Asia Commodity Analyst, StoneX, Shanghai, China 
 Mr Friedrichs writes StoneX’s market intelligence product, China Direct, which provides market commentary for traders and end  
 users to understand what’s happening in China’s agricultural markets. He previously worked in Dalian, China analyzing international  
 supply and demand for a trading firm. He began his career in Des Moines, Iowa working for a consulting firm performing research for  
 banks, hedge funds, and large commercial traders. 

1210 DISCUSSION PANEL

1240  CONCLUSION
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DAY THREE – 11 March 2021

Using nutrition to build a robust herd

Streaming from 1000 hrs (Singapore time)
Reception opens at 0900 hrs (Singapore time)

0900 Welcome and introduction
 David Faulkner, Conference Chairman

1005  Immune Regulation and Trained Immunity to overcome African Swine Fever 
 Cheol-Heui Yun, Professor, Department of Agricultural Biotechnology, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Seoul National University, South 

Korea
 Professor Yun completed his PhD at the University of Saskatchewan, Canada. Then, he pursued his professional career at leading research institutes 

in different region of the world including International Vaccine Institute, United States Department of Agriculture, National Institutes of Health, and 
Gothenburg University (Sweden). He published over 230 SCIE peer-reviewed articles to date. At Seoul National University, he has focused on 
the action mechanism and modulation of host immune responses, interactive mucosal immunity, and immunometabolism. His interest includes 
dendritic cells and innate immune cells for trained immunity. Studies on the development of vaccine and adjuvant against viral diseases are among 
the most exciting part of the studies with the concept of cross-presentation, T cell activation, and memory responses.

1035   The effect of yeast probiotics on pig gut health and pathogen control 
 Tadele Kiros Gebreyohannes, Swine R&D Manager, Phileo by Lesaffre, Canada
 Dr Gebreyohannes has a degree in veterinary medicine from Ethiopia, a masters in tropical veterinary epidemiology from the University of Berlin, 

Germany and a PhD in the area of microbiology and immunology from the University of Saskatchewan, Canada. He joined Phileo in 2016 after 
several years of experience in teaching and research at the University of Saskatchewan. He also had a brief industry experience before he joined 
Phileo with biotechnology company where he worked as a research scientist on the development of coccidia vaccine in poultry.

1105 Coffee break

1110  Application of formaldehyde and/or organic acids for pathogen mitigation during feed manufacture   
 Andrew G. Yersin, Senior VP Worldwide Quality Assurance & Monogastric Technical Service, Kemin Industries, Inc, USA
 Dr Yersin has a BS in animal science, an MS in reproductive physiology (University of Maryland), a PhD in patho-physiology (North Carolina State 

University). He is member of ASAS, AAVN, AASVA, PSA, & AAAP. Prior to joining Kemin he was employed by Hy-Line International, the National 
Animal Disease Center, Penn State and Texas A&M Universities. At Kemin, he has directed R&D, Regulatory Affairs, and Quality Control & Assurance.

1140  The application of stimbiotics to accelerate the development of a fibre-degrading microbiome   
 Jae Cheol Kim, Technical Manager ASPAC, AB Vista, Singapore 
 Dr Kim has a master’s degree in swine nutrition from Massey University, NZ and a PhD from Murdoch University, Australia. He has worked as a 

swine research scientist at the Department of Agriculture and Food, Government of Western Australia and as an Adjunct Associate Professor at the 
School of Veterinary and Life Science, Murdoch University. His major research interests include the roles of fibre, functional amino acids and micro-
nutrients to maintain intestinal health without in-feed antimicrobials, and the roles of nutrition to reduce stress response to improve production 
efficiency of pigs in the commercial environment.

1210 DISCUSSION PANEL

1240  CONCLUSION

DAY FOUR – 18 March 2021

Herd health, disinfection and rebuilding

Streaming from 1000 hrs (Singapore time)
Reception opens at 0900 hrs (Singapore time)

0900 Welcome and introduction
 David Faulkner, Conference Chairman

1005   ASF vaccine development - challenges and prospects   
 Marlon Linatoc, Regional Technical Manager – Swine (Asia), Zoetis Philippines Inc,  Philippines
 Dr Linatoc has degrees in veterinary medicine from the University of the Philippines Los Baños and Iowa State University, USA. Prior to joining 

Pfizer in 2004 he worked with Cargill Philippines as a Pork Focus Advisor. He is a member of the International Institute for Cooperation on Animal 
Biologics Training. 

1035   Biosafety of spray-dried plasma and its role in managing swine herd health facing ASF threats   
 Yanbin Shen, Global Technical Services Director, APC Inc, USA
 Dr Shen received his BSc and MSc degrees from China Agricultural University and a PhD in swine nutrition from North Carolina State University. 

His studies focused on utilization of tryptophan and methionine for pigs and broilers. Prior to joining APC Dr Shen worked at Cargill holding several 
positions, including global swine technology lead, Innovation Leader, and swine nutritionist in Cargill’s global headquarters and the US premix 
business.

1105 Coffee break

1110    The role of disinfectants in the face of African Swine Fever   
 Mike Button, Director Healthcare, Mirius (formerly Coventry Chemicals Ltd), United Kingdom
 Mr Button has over 35 years’ experience in the field of veterinary animal health and welfare. Since graduation Mike has worked for some of the 

major veterinary health companies covering many species from poultry and swine to equine and camels. Mike is a keen exponent of Onehealth 
and the use of good and effective biosecurity programmes. He works with many companies and producers to design and implement a protocol that 
“works” for each individual user. This follows many years of working with some of the major disease outbreaks we have seen across the globe in 
recent years covering FMD, HPAI, ASFv and their effects from Africa, Europe, and Asia

1140    Market dynamics of ASF and the opportunity it opens up for those that remain clear   
 Rob Musser, Nutritionist, NutriQuest LLC, USA
 Dr Musser is a nutritionist trained at Kansas State University in 1999.  He has worked in a number of positions as a nutritionist, including heading 

swine nutrition teams at Tyson Foods and Hubbard Feeds, then as Managing Director at SODA Feed Ingredients and Kemin for encapsulation.  
He currently serves as Global Technical Director and Swine BU manager at NutriQuest LLC. Dr Rob has worked on technologies and nutritional 
strategies in North America, SE Asia, China, and Europe.

1210  DISCUSSION PANEL

1240  CONCLUSION
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Since its first detection in China in August 2018, 
African Swine Fever (ASF) has changed the 
direction and structure of the Asian pig industry 
permanently. For this reason, we have decided 
to forego our annual swine nutrition conference 
in 2021 and instead hold ‘Living with African 
Swine Fever: Blueprint for the future’ to help 
the industry rebuild in the environment of ASF.

I’d like to ask you a very serious question: how 
can Asia’s pig industry learn to live with African Swine Fever?

The impact in key markets such China, Vietnam and the 
Philippines is well recorded, but the threat remains for all 
producers, including those in Thailand, that until now has been 
ASF free.

So, how can our industry learn to live with ASF?

Our objective is to:

•  Bring you the latest ASF management initiatives from the US, 
   Europe and across Asia 
•  To identify the critical success factors necessary to protect your  
   farms
•  And to show you how to adopt technologies, nutritional  
   strategies and management techniques, critical to the future of  
   our industry.

This exceptional program will bring together a group of experts 
from the US, Europe and Asia-Pacific, including three people who 
are preeminent in their fields:

•  Dr Klaus Depner, Senior Scientific Officer for international animal  
   health at Germany’s Federal Research Institute
•  Dr Jürgen Richt, Director of the new Center on Emerging and  
   Zoonotic Infectious Diseases. being built at Kansas State  
   University in the US
•  Dr Khampee Kortheerakul, an independent swine veterinary  
   consultant, and former Professor of Veterinary Medicine, at  
   Chulalongkorn University in Thailand.

And to keep you safe from that other virus – Covid-19 – Asian 
Agribiz will deliver this program online in four, two and half-hour 
sessions, on four consecutive Thursday mornings, starting on the 
25 February 2021. 

A Q&A session will be held at the end of each day when the 
speakers will field your questions.

I look forward to joining you – in a virtual sense – at this 
conference that is so essential for the future of our pig industry.

David Faulkner,
Conference Chairman
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Teams save up to USD 130per person

EVENT INCLUDES:

• 16 specific presentations – with much data 
presented in Asia for the first time

• 13 expert world class speakers, from as far afield as 
Germany and USA

• Review the program at a glance, online
• Insert the sessions you wish to attend in your personal 

calendar
• Delve into the experience of each speaker and 

download previously published papers
• Specific conference background papers available prior 

to the conference
• Watch presentations as they are streamed
• Pose questions for the Q&A panels that conclude 

each day’s session
• Re-watch critical sessions at your leisure after they are 

streamed
• Download the presentations as PDFs 
• Network one-on-one with fellow delegates
• Join colleagues in group lounges
• Make direct contact with exhibitor personnel
• Watch sponsor videos and study conference-only offers
• Probe deeper by attending one of three 60-minute 

satellite symposiums held after each day’s session

REGISTER NOW!
Go to www.asian-agribiz.com/asf2021

   Be an EARLY BIRD

Register and pay before 21 January 2021 to save  
USD 100 - you pay only USD 455 per person

  Take advantage of the TEAM REGISTRATION

Team of 3 to 5
Register three to five delegates and pay before 18 
February 2021 to save USD 120 each – you pay only  
USD 435 per person

Team of 6 or more 
Register six or more delegates and pay before  
18 February 2021 to save USD 130 each – you pay only  
USD 415 per person

  Regular Registration

Register and pay before 18 February 2021 at USD 555 per 
person

  Late registration

Register and pay before 24 February 2021 at USD 655 
(Credit card only)

For full details & registration rates go to
www.asian-agribiz.com/asf2021


